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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Brosche et al (DE 19963005 A1). 

Referring to claims 13, 14, 16, 18-21, and 24, Brosche discloses in figures 2-8, a 
device for measuring a clearance distance and a speed of an object using radar pulses 
(see Abstract), comprising: a receiver-side mixer (18) that correlates received radar 
pulses with delayed transmitter-side radar pulses (1 1 ); a control device for specifying 
range gates within which radar pulses that are to be supplied to the mixer are 
continuously changeable increasingly and/or decreasingly with respect to their pulse 
delay (16); a switchover device for: for one of resetting and raising the delay to one of a 
current starting value and a new starting value; and an evaluating device for 
determining distance and speed values in response to an output signal from the mixer 
(see figures 2-4 and 8). 

Referring to claim 15, wherein the evaluating device determines limits of the 
range gates based on the ascertained speed values (see abstract). 

Referring to claim 17, wherein the evaluating device detects a moved object 
based on an increasing speed gradient/amplitude (see abstract). 
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Referring to claim 23. The device as recited in claim 13, wherein the evaluating 
device draws up estimated values for the speed measurements for expected crash 
situations (see Abstract) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brosche et al (DE 19963005 A1) in view of Mende (DE 19833327 A1) 

Mende teaches an evaluating device draws up a clearance distance history from 
clearance distance measurements and detects object patterns based on the clearance 
distance history (see figures 3-5). It would have been obvious to further include the 
above clearance distance history and detect object patterns for better collision 
avoidance. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed September 29, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Regarding claims 13-24, applicant argues that "It is respectfully 
submitted that Brosche does not disclose or even suggest the feature of a switchover 
device. Indeed, Brosche does not even discuss any type of switchover device", and 
"There is no mention of speed measurements associated with a switchover device" 
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(Remarks: page 2). In response: it is not clear what is meant by the applicant argument 
regarding the interpretation of the claimed "switchover device". The claims call for a 
"switchover device for at least one of..." for purpose of examination I examined the 
function of "one of resetting and raising the delay to one of a current starting value and 
a new starting value". Brosche discloses in figures 2 and 4 a device that include varying 
the delay by resetting a starting value according to figure 3, which reads on the claimed 
a switching device, since it does do the function described in the claim (see translation 
by applicant, page 3 line 15+ and page 10 line 20+). Further, regarding applicant's 
argument "There is no mention of speed measurements associated with a switchover 
device", this limitation is not in the claims; However, Brosche does measure the speed 
by taking a plurality of measurements at different distance ranges which associated with 
the switchover device". Therefore, the rejections are maintained. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ISAM ALSOMIRI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6970. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Tarcza can be reached on 571-272-6979. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

January 20, 2009 
/Isam Alsomiri/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3662 



